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President's Message ]

Fellow TTA Me“berS'The leaves have changed color and are fal-
ing throughout the State, cxposing the landscape to our bright
and inguisitive eyes once niore. The trail route selection sea-
son is herec. May I urge each of you to join with us in the
diligent search for the most scenic and challenging routes for
our Tennesseec Trail System?

On the ground, reconnaissance is the most invaluable tool
in gelecting a trail route. "It can be done with one or more
persons ond a lot of walking, looking, and more walking, It
certainly is not as easy as a hike on a completed trail, but
it can be many times more rewarding as you discover areas of
beauty to be included in a new trail system.

Now that the season is here, let's all work together to make
this a winter of greet accomplishments fer TTA and the State
of Tennesseel Yours truly, F., David Rhyne, President.

Prosident Rhyne alse writes: "I just ordered $450 worth
of trail--clearing equipment, which we will display at the No-
vember activitvy. $250 worth of the equipment was purchased
bv tre Sirnte of Tennessee to be lecaned toc us for use. We were
able to vt gix sets of tocls. Now we can distribute them to
geveral ¢ifferent locnlities for use by TTA members. Each set
consists of % lopping shears, 1 pruning saw with skheath, 2
pulaskies, and 5 fire rakes. I was able to get a very gocd
price on these items through the Ben Meadows Company (a for-
estry supplier) in Atlanta, Ga.

"Per those who would like to have their own perscnnl tools
and g~ve TTA some exnpense, I cnn prodbably get a gocd digscount
if T can get a total order of at least six of each iten. For
those who wish to denate o f@1ll set of tools, the cest would
be atout 8$75,"

In ecase you wonder wht a "pulaski" is, we learned ahout
that at the training session Sept. 15. It is @ cousin of the
matteck, used for grubhing out rocks anéd rocts.

The November activity will be an explcratory hike on the
south portion of the Cumberland Trail, led by Pres. Rbyne.

The route new being considered would follow Walden's Ridge all
the way, erogsing much Bowaters lomd, The hike will start
frc Bowaterg! Pinev River Picnic Area at 10 a.nm. Eastern
Stondard fime Saturday, Nov, 17.

To get there, turn left on Shut-in Gap Road off State Route
68 ahout a nile west of Spring City. There is an crange~-colored
sign saving "Walden's Ricdge" there., From Crossville, turn right
sftor ercasince gwe bridres, the second om the Finey River,
Atcout a mile and a hnlf eof gravel road lends to he picnic area,

The hike will follow Soak Creck along an old railroad bed
to Stinging Fork Oreck, thenm up Stinging Forl Creek to the
Bowntersg parking area for the pocket wilderness. The nap says
it's fcur miles, A ear shuttle will be provided.

A11 members of the Board of Directors are urged to attend
A meoting ot Cunmberland Moumbtain State Pork at 5:30 p.u. CST
gaturday, Nov., 17, tco plan the annual meeting.



