
Annual Membership Meeting of Tennessee Trails Association 

October 21, 2023 

Pin Oak Lodge, Natchez Trace State Park, Wildersville, TN 38351

 President Duane Frichtl called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

 President Frichtl read the minutes of the 2022 Annual 

Membership Meeting. 

 A quorum of 110 TTA members were present. 

 Recognition was given to all who contributed to the success of the 

event as well as donations to the silent auction. 

 The President’s report included many successes of TTA including 

membership increases, financial status, and the hard work put in 

by the various committees. Recognition was made of two retiring 

board members, Terry Warren after 4 years as West Tennessee 

Regional Director and Cheryl Heckler after 7 years as Membership 

Director. 

 Treasurer June Callahan gave the financial report. 

 Libby Francis, Chair of the Nominations Committee, presented 4 

nominations for Board positions:  Jenny Fitzgerald and Jane Coffey 

for At Large Directors, both renewing for another 3 year term, 

Marti Owensby for At Large Director, and Dharma Alaksza for 

West TN Regional Director.  There being no additional 

nominations from the floor, the motion was made by Will 

Wisniewski and seconded by Karen Thomas to accept these 

members to the board. The motion passed. 

 Libby Francis, Chair of the By Laws Committee, presented some 

revisions to the By Laws. The motion was made by Mark Hubbard 

and seconded by Michelle Kelley to accept the changes. The 

motion passed. 



 Steve Turner, Clarksville Chapter, gave a memorial for long time 

member Paul Schwab. 

 Michelle Kelley, Chair of the Awards Committee, presented the 

2023 TTA Awards as follows: 

o Cheryl Heckler, Plateau Chapter, Tennessee Trails Award 

o Wayne Simpson, Memphis Chapter, Mack Prichard 

Environmental Award 

o Betsey Darken, Scenic City Chapter, Bill Stutz Award 

o Philip Anderson, Clarksville Chapter, Bill Stutz Award 

 The attending membership then heard reports from each of the 

chapter chairs describing the achievements of their respective 

chapters during the past year. 

 Patty Deen, Highland Rim Chapter, and Sara Pollard, 

Murfreesboro Chapter, announced that the 2024 Annual meeting 

would be held at Fall Creek Falls State Park on October 25-27. 

 The meeting concluded by auctioning off a weekend at Fairfield 

Glade to contribute to the proceeds of the silent auction. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:15.
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Special Thanks

To the people who 
helped to make this 
event a success

We would also like to We would also like to 
thank ALL who have 
made donations and 
contributed items to 
the Silent Auction



President’s 
Report

• Membership increased by more than 10% to over 700.  
Thanks to the recruiting efforts and targeted email

• Newsletter is now email only, saving $ 5,000 annually

• Membership renewal process streamlined

• Registration for 2024 Annual Meeting will be available online

• Encourage Chapters to apply for Evans Means Grants

• Tennessee Trails finances are in GREAT shape.  The Finance 
Committee continue to be excellent stewards of TTA’s fundsReport Committee continue to be excellent stewards of TTA’s funds

• Thanks to all attending this Annual Meeting and to the Board 
and Committee members who have put a large effort into 
numerous special projects.

• Two Board Members are rotating off this year
• Terry Warren – 4 years as West Tennessee Regional 

Director
• Cheryl Heckler – 7 years as Membership Director



Financial OverviewFinancial Overview
Jan through Sept 2023



JAN - SEPT 2023 EVAN MEANS

GENERAL FUND GRANT FUND TOTAL

INCOME

DONATIONS 1,821 1,725 3,546

MEMBERSHIPS 14,730 14,730MEMBERSHIPS 14,730 14,730

INTEREST INCOME 1,483 1,483

TOTAL INCOME 18,034 1,725 19,759



EVAN MEANS

GENERAL FUND GRANT FUND TOTAL

EXPENSES

ADMINISTRATION 8,825 8,825

PROGRAM EXPS 3,269 3,269

GRANTS GIVEN 4,020 4,020

TOTAL EXPENSES 12,094 4,020 16,114

NETSURPLUS/DEFICIT 5,940 -2,295 3,645



Day-to-Day Accounting TTA Treasurer Chapter Treasurers

General Fund Evan Means Grant Fund Chapters

$138,702 $21,354 $16,643

Internal & External Reporting TTA TREASURER

TOTAL ASSETS $176,699
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2023 TTA 
Awards

The Tennessee Trails Award recognizes the accomplishments and 
contributions of individuals and organizations to the furtherance of TTA’s
objectives. This award is not necessarily presented each year and may 
recognize either individual members, nonmembers, or organizations.

The Bill Stutz Award honors the memory of Bill Stutz, a much-beloved hiker 
who played an active role in the early days of TTA. The award is to be 
presented to an active hiker and TTA member for his or her individual 
contribution to the Association or to one of its chapters.

The Bob Brown Lifetime Achievement Award honors the extraordinary 
2023 TTA 
Awards

The Bob Brown Lifetime Achievement Award honors the extraordinary 
lifetime leadership and personal contributions of Bob Brown to hiking and 
conservation in the State of Tennessee. TTA may present this award from 
time to time to others for similar lifetime leadership and contributions.

The Mack Prichard Environmental Award is a tribute to Mack Prichard, one 
of the founders of the Tennessee Trails Association and the Tennessee State 
Naturalist, Emeritus. It is presented from time to time to an individual for 
their outstanding leadership, contributions, and achievements in sharing 
their knowledge about environmental and conservation issues, specifically 
relating to trails and hiking in Tennessee.
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2024 Annual 
Meeting

October 25-27October 25-27
Fall Creek Falls
State Park

Hosted By
Murfreesboro and
Highland Rim Chapters
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