
The quarterly meeting of the Tennessee Trails Association Board of Directors (BOD) was 

held February 4, 2024 starting at 6:30 CT by Zoom, the President, Duane Frichtl, being in the 

chair and the Secretary, Susan Woods, being present. 

Members of the BOD present were: Dharma Alaksza, Lucy Cahill, Marvin Caine, June 

Callahan, Jeanne Conatser, Patricia Deen, Amber Dobie-Grove, Wayne Drown, Jenny Fitzgerald, 

Libby Francis, Duane Frichtl, Mark Hubbard, Michelle Kelley, Will Latham, Cathy Moran, Bob 

Obohoski, Marti Owensby, Sara Pollard, Karen Shoemaker, John Thomas, Steve Turner, Susan 

Woods.  Members of the BOD absent were:  Alice Cannon, Jane Coffey.  Visitors present were:  

Bob Richards, Randy Medley, Joan Hartvigsen. 

Minutes to be considered for approval were the Annual Membership Meeting of TTA, 

Special Organizational Meeting of TTA BOD, and the regular quarterly meeting of TTA BOD, all 

of which were held on Oct. 22, 2023 at NTSP.  Wayne Drown moved that the minutes of the 

Annual Membership Meeting be approved, seconded by Sara Pollard and the motion was 

approved. Michelle Kelley moved that the minutes of the Special Organizational meeting be 

approved, seconded by Libby Francis.  Mark Hubbard pointed out an error in the name given for 

the motion to adjourn.  The minutes for the Special Organizational meeting were then 

approved by the board as corrected. Mark Hubbard moved that the Quarterly Meeting of the 

TTA BOD be approved, seconded by Jenny Fitzgerald and the motion was approved by the BOD. 

Treasurer June Callahan presented the Financial Committee report.  After she 

mentioned the two vacant positions on the Financial Committee Bob Richards volunteered to 

fill one of those positions. Mark Hubbard moved to approve the proposed budget, seconded by 

Wayne Drown and the BOD voted to accept the proposed budget. 

Membership Committee Chair Marti Owensby presented the Membership report as 

previously sent by email to the BOD. 

Communications Committee Chair, Will Latham, explained the completed projects, 

projects in progress, and future projects of the Communications Committee. 

Libby Francis, Chairman of the Archives Committee, described the progress achieved in 

acquiring previously missing records. 

In the absence of Evan Means Grant Committee Chair, Jane Coffey, EMG committee 

member Libby Francis described the grants having been applied to the committee by Friends of 

Beaman Park for $1000 and the Friends of Henry Horton State Park for $976.80.  The 

committee is recommending the approval of both grant applications. Will Latham moved to 

approve both applications and the motion was seconded by Mark Hubbard.  The BOD voted to 

approve the motion. 

Patricia Deen of host chapter Highland Rim gave a report on the plans being made for 

the 2024 Annual TTA Membership Meeting to be held on Oct 25-27 at Fall Creek Falls State 

Park. 



President Duane Frichtl’s president’s report began with an updated committee list for 

2024. 

Next he welcomed and introduced Randy Medley, who has volunteered to serve as 

TTA/CTC (Cumberland Trails Conference) Liaison.  Ideas from Randy and the members of the 

board concerning how these groups might help each other were discussed at length.   

President Frichtl announced the formation of the Outreach Committee.  They are 

working on a survey of the Chapter Chairs, deciding on upgrades to the state display, and how 

TTA might partner with community and business entities with similar interests.  The Outreach 

Committee will report at the May meeting. 

President Frichtl then led a discussion of how a strategic planning meeting might be 

carried out.   

The issue previously included in the president’s report which was emailed to the BOD 

concerning a financial appeal in the newsletter from the Friends of the Rugby State Natural 

Area was tabled by President Frichtl. 

There was no old or new business to consider. 

The motion to adjourn was made by Wayne Drown and seconded by Michelle Kelley and 

approved by a vote of the BOD. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

Minutes submitted by Secretary Susan Woods. 

Dates for future TTA Board of Directors Meetings: 

May 7, 2024, at 6:30 p.m., via Zoom 

August 6, 2024, at 6:30 p.m., via Zoom 

October 27, 2024, at 8:00 a.m., at Fall Creek Falls State Park Lodge 



Agenda for Tennessee Trails Association Board of Directors Meeting 

6:30 P.M., CT, Feb. 6, 2024, by Zoom 

Call to Order and Welcome, Duane Frichtl, President 

Roll Call, Susan Woods, Secretary 

Approval of Annual Membership Minutes, Special Organizational Meeting minutes, and Quarterly Board 
of Directors Minutes, Susan Woods, Secretary – Attachment #1. 

TTA Financial Report, June Callahan, Treasurer – Attachment #2 

Membership Report, Marti Owensby, Membership committee chair – Attachment #3 

Communications Committee Report, Will Latham, Communications chair – Attachment #4 

Evan Means Grant Committee Report, Jane Coffey, EMG committee chair – Attachment #5 

2024 TTA BOD Annual Meeting oral report, Patty Deen 

President’s Report, Duane Frichtl, TTA BOD President, Attachment #7 

Old Business 

New Business 

Motion to adjourn 

Dates for future TTA Board of Directors meetings: 
May 7, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. CST, via Zoom 
August 6, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. CST, via Zoom 
October 27, 2024, at 8:00 a.m. at Fall Creek Falls State Park Lodge 



Annual Membership Meeting of Tennessee Trails Association 
October 21, 2023 

Pin Oak Lodge, Natchez Trace State Park, Wildersville, TN 38351 
 

• President Duane Frichtl called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 
• President Frichtl read the minutes of the 2022 Annual 

Membership Meeting. 
• A quorum of 110 TTA members were present. 
• Recognition was given to all who contributed to the success of the 

event as well as donations to the silent auction. 
• The President’s report included many successes of TTA including 

membership increases, financial status, and the hard work put in 
by the various committees. Recognition was made of two retiring 
board members, Terry Warren after 4 years as West Tennessee 
Regional Director and Cheryl Heckler after 7 years as Membership 
Director. 

• Treasurer June Callahan gave the financial report. 
• Libby Francis, Chair of the Nominations Committee, presented 4 

nominations for Board positions:  Jenny Fitzgerald and Jane Coffey 
for At Large Directors, both renewing for another 3 year term, 
Marti Owensby for At Large Director, and Dharma Alaksza for 
West TN Regional Director.  There being no additional 
nominations from the floor, the motion was made by Will 
Wisniewski and seconded by Karen Thomas to accept these 
members to the board. The motion passed. 

• Libby Francis, Chair of the By Laws Committee, presented some 
revisions to the By Laws. The motion was made by Mark Hubbard 
and seconded by Michelle Kelley to accept the changes. The 
motion passed. 



• Steve Turner, Clarksville Chapter, gave a memorial for long time 
member Paul Schwab. 

• Michelle Kelley, Chair of the Awards Committee, presented the 
2023 TTA Awards as follows: 
o Cheryl Heckler, Plateau Chapter, Tennessee Trails Award 
o Wayne Simpson, Memphis Chapter, Mack Prichard 

Environmental Award 
o Betsey Darken, Scenic City Chapter, Bill Stutz Award 
o Philip Anderson, Clarksville Chapter, Bill Stutz Award 

• The attending membership then heard reports from each of the 
chapter chairs describing the achievements of their respective 
chapters during the past year. 

• Patty Deen, Highland Rim Chapter, and Sara Pollard, 
Murfreesboro Chapter, announced that the 2024 Annual meeting 
would be held at Fall Creek Falls State Park on October 25-27. 

• The meeting concluded by auctioning off a weekend at Fairfield 
Glade to contribute to the proceeds of the silent auction. 

• The meeting was adjourned at 7:15. 



 
Minutes of Tennessee Trails Association Board of Directors 

Special Organizational Meeting 
October 22, 2023 8:00 a.m. Pin Oak Lodge 

Natchez Trace State Park, Wildersville, TN 38351 
 

The Special Organizational Meeting of the TTA Board of Directors was 
called to order by President Duane Frichtl at 8:01. 
 
In attendance were: Dharma Alaksza, June Callahan, Jane Coffey, Patty 
Deen, Amber Dobie-Grove, Wayne Drown, Jane Ellett, Jenny Fitzgerald, 
Libby Francis, Duane Frichtl, Mark Hubbard, Michelle Kelley, Will 
Latham, Marti Owensby, Sara Pollard, Karen Shoemaker, Steve Turner, 
Susan Woods 
 
Absent were: Marvin Caine, Alice Cannon, Jeanne Conatser, Cathy 
Moran, Bob Obohoski, John Thomas 
 
Guests were: Rosemary Marshall (East TN), Karen Brackett (East TN), 
Chris Hoffman (Columbia Franklin), Ryan Dowdy (Clarksville), Tom 
Cressler (East TN) 
 
Election of Officers: 

•  President Frichtl turned the meeting over to Vice President 
Michelle Kelley for the election of President. VP Kelley called for 
nominations and there being none the election of Duane Frichtl 
for president was approved by the BOD. 

• President Frichtl resumed presiding to continue election of 
officers. 



• Wayne Drown moved to accept the nomination of Michelle Kelley 
as vice chair. It was seconded by Mark Hubbard and approved by 
the BOD. 

• Michelle Kelley moved to accept the nomination of June Callahan 
as treasurer. It was seconded by Jennifer Fitzgerald and approved 
by the BOD. 

• June Callahan moved to accept the nomination of Susan Woods as 
secretary. It was seconded by Wayne Drown and approved by the 
BOD. 

Approval of Committee Assignments for 2024: 
• Mark Hubbard moved to accept the proposed committee 

assignments as presented. Michelle Kelley seconded the motion 
and it was approved by the BOD. 

Adjournment of the Meeting: 
• Will Hubbard moved to adjourn the Special Organizational 

Meeting of the TTA BOD. It was seconded by June Callahan and 
approved by the BOD. 

• Meeting was adjourned at 8:13. 



Minutes for Tennessee Trails Association Board of Directors Meeting 

October 22, 2023 

Pin Oak Lodge, Natchez Trace State Park, Wildersville, TN 38351 

Immediately Following the Adjournment of the Special Organizational Meeting 

 

Duane Frichtl, President, called the meeting to order at 8:13 a.m. 

A Roll Call by the Secretary was not necessary as there were no changes from the 
previous Special Organizational Meeting.  
 
In attendance were: Dharma Alaksza, June Callahan, Jane Coffey, Patty Deen, 
Amber Dobie-Grove, Wayne Drown, Jane Ellett, Jenny Fitzgerald, Libby Francis, 
Duane Frichtl, Mark Hubbard, Michelle Kelley, Will Latham, Marti Owensby, Sara 
Pollard, Karen Shoemaker, Steve Turner, Susan Woods 
 
Absent were: Marvin Caine, Alice Cannon, Jeanne Conatser, Cathy Moran, Bob 
Obohoski, John Thomas 
 
Guests were: Rosemary Marshall (East TN), Karen Brackett (East TN), Chris 
Hoffman (Columbia Franklin), Ryan Dowdy (Clarksville), Tom Cressler (East TN) 

Minutes of the Aug 1st meeting had been emailed to the Board. Karen Shoemaker 
moved to accept the minutes, Wayne Drown seconded the motion and it was 
approved by the BOD. 
  
TTA Financial Report was reviewed by June Callahan, TTA treasurer. 
 
In the absence of Bob Richards, the Audit Committee chair, June, as member of 
the Audit Committee, also discussed the Audit Report for 2022 which had been 
very positive. 
 
Having had a summary report from Cheryl Heckler, Membership Chair, on 
membership during the Membership Meeting on Saturday night as well as a 
report emailed to the BOD there was no further information to report. 
 



Will Latham, Chair of the Communications  Committee reviewed the report 
emailed to the BOD. This committee has been implementing many strategies for 
communicating with members both current and past. Many other strategies are 
being considered. 
  
Jane Coffey gave the Evan Means Grant report. Though there were no new grants 
to consider, there has been considerable promotion of the grant and it is 
anticipated to receive at least two grant applications for the upcoming quarterly 
meeting. 
 
Having given an extensive President’s report at the Membership Meeting, 
President Duane Frichtl had no further information to report. 
 
Old Business:  none 
 
New Business:  Mark Hubbard moved that TTA reimburse the Columbia Franklin 
chapter for the expenses incurred for restoring Stillhouse Hollow Falls following 
vandalism there. It was seconded by Will Latham and approved by the BOD. 
 
Dates for the Quarterly meetings in 2024 will be: 
 
February 6, 2024 at 6:30pm CST via Zoom 
May 7, 2024 at 6:30pm CST via Zoom 
August 6, 2024 at 6:30pm CST via Zoom 
October 27, 2024 at 8am at Fall Creek Falls Lodge  
 
Will Latham moved to adjourn, seconded by Jenny Fitzgerald and approved by the 
BOD.  The meeting adjourned at 9:16 a.m. 
 
 
 















TTA MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT – February 2024 
 

Submitted by Marti Owensby, Membership Director 
Committee Members:  Dharma Alaksza (Jackson), Jenny Fitzgerald (Sumner Trails), Will Latham (Scenic 
City), Sara Pollard (Murfreesboro) 
 
 
Membership Report January 2024  
 
Attached is the Membership report.  You will see that we have had a total membership of 705 
for a 12% or 78 membership increase since January of 2023.  Supporting memberships have 
risen by 25% up from 45 to 57 as well.  Over the last 6 years total membership has increased by 
166 and Supporting memberships have doubled.   
 
Lifetime memberships are up 4 this year to 58, while Family Lifetime memberships remained 
the same at 7.   
  
Membership Committee activities completed since last Board meeting: 
 
Cheryl and I have spent the time since the 2023 Annual Meeting transitioning me to serve as 
Membership Director.  Boy, what a large set of shoes to fill.  We had several ZOOM training 
sessions in November and December and in early December I began to take over the duties 
with Cheryl being an observer. 
 
While we continue to work through some issues with distribution of the newsletter, most tasks 
(creating and distributing monthly reports, fielding questions submitted through the website 
and resolving member issues) appear to be going smoothly with only an occasional question for 
Cheryl. 
 
Upcoming Membership Committee Activities: 
 
While most of my focus has been on the membership management tasks, I have not met with 
the rest of the committee.  My next task will be to meet with the membership committee to 
discuss what actions and activities we can do to promote the attraction of new members and 
the retention of current members.  If anyone on the Board has recommendations/suggestions 
with regard to activities we might do to promote membership, please do not hesitate to let me 
know. 
 
Marti Owensby (Scenic City) 
423-309-0579 (voice or text) 
mlowensby@gmail.com 
 
 



Date Total Individual Family Supporting Student Life Family Life
24-Jan 705 431 153 57 2 58 7

Date Total Individual Family Supporting Student Life Family Life
23-Feb 627 380 137 45 4 54 7
23-Mar 632 385 135 47 4 54 7
23-Apr 638 385 134 51 5 56 7
23-May 636 386 135 48 4 56 7
23-Jun 643 390 135 51 4 56 7
23-Jul 650 395 139 49 4 56 7
23-Aug 662 399 145 52 3 56 7
23-Sep 674 409 146 53 6 56 7
23-Oct 703 431 152 54 2 57 7
23-Nov 706 427 156 57 2 57 7
23-Dec 708 430 155 57 2 57 7
24-Jan 705 431 153 57 2 58 7

Total up 78

Date Total Individual Family Supporting Student Life Family Life
19-Jan 539 337 116 26 0 54 6
20-Jan 510 317 108 25 0 54 6
21-Jan 479 305 86 26 0 56 6
22-Jan 587 347 140 39 2 53 6
23-Jan 620 373 136 46 4 54 7
24-Jan 705 431 153 57 2 58 7

Total up 166
s

TTA Membership Report for February 6, 2024 Board Meeting

TTA Membership for January 2024

TTA Membership for past 12 months

TTA Membership for January in the past 6 years

Note:  Individual up 51; Family up 16; Supporting up 12; Student down -2; 

Note:  Individual up 94; Family up 37; Supporting up 31; Student up 2;
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Tennessee Trails Association 

Communications Committee Report 
February 6, 2024 

Projects Completed

1. Join/Renew Process:  Changes have been made by Doug Burroughs and Richard Designs to 
make joining and renewing easier.  The top menu on the website has been changed to make 
Join/Renew more prominent.  The percent of people joining and renewing online has risen 
significantly due to these changes and the conversion to Stripe. 

Projects in Progress

1. New Newsletter Editor Needed:  TTA is in need of a new Newsletter Editor.  In addition we will 
be setting up a back-up system for the Newsletter Editor. 

2. Newsletter Design and Delivery: We have begun a discussion on possible changes to the TTA 
Newsletter design and delivery process.  Much research is to be done and recommendations will 
be brought to the Board for approval. 

3. Support of Chapter Communications: Along with the Newsletter project we will work on 
determining TTA support of Chapter communications and evaluate Mailman. 

4. Archival of Newsletter: An Archive Committee has been established and is addressing the 
archival of the newsletter and other TTA documents.  

Future Projects

1. Website Maintenance: Finalize Website Maintenance responsibilities. 

2. Documentation: Continue to work on Documentation for Website and Communication 
Committee. 

























President’s Report

February 6, 2024


1) Updated 2024 Committees (see attached)


2)   Randy Medley, Scenic City Chapter, has volunteered to serve as TTA/CTC 
liaison. 


3)    Outreach Committee has formed and is working on a survey of chapter 
chairs, deciding on upgrades to the state display, and how TTA might partner 
with community and business entities with similar interests. Committee will 
report at the May meeting. 


4)    Strategic Planning Proposal  (see attached)


5)    Discussion of allowing other organizations to use TTA newsletter to ask for 
donations. (see attached information about Rugby)




2024 TTA Committees


Executive Committee Conducts the business and manage the affairs of 
the Association between meetings of the full Board.

1.  President   Duane Frichtl 

2.  Vice President   Michelle Kelley 

3.  Treasurer   June Callahan 

4.  Secretary   Susan Woods 


Nominating Committee Provides a slate of qualified candidates for 
election to the Board and recommends qualified replacements for any 
vacancies.

1.   Libby Francis, Chair

2.   West TN Rep.  Dharma Alaksza

3.   Middle TN Rep.  Sara Pollard

4.   East TN Rep.  Will Latham

5.   Cathy Moran


Audit Committee Oversees policy compliance, conflicts of interest, ethics 
and program integrity, and retains auditors for the Association.

1.   Bob Richards, Chair

2.   June Callahan 

3.   Mark Hubbard 

4.   Wayne Drown


Finance Committee Financial management of income, Life Memberships, 
and other investment funds, and budget planning. 

1.   June Callahan, Chair

2.   Mark Hubbard 

3.   Vacant

4.   Vacant


Awards Committee Recommends candidates for various recognition 
awards provided by the Bylaws and the Board.

1.   Michelle Kelley, Chair

2.   West TN Rep.  Dharma Alaksza

3.   Middle TN Rep.  Sara Pollard

4.   East TN Rep.  Will Latham 

5.   Steve Turner 




Membership Committee Collects dues from membership and forwards to 
the Treasurer. Reports status to the Board. Recommends actions which 
promote the attraction and enrollment of new members and retention of 
current members. 

1. Marti Owensby, Chair

2. West TN Rep. Dharma Alaksza

3. Middle TN Rep. Sara Pollard

4. East TN Rep. Will Latham 

5. Jenny Fitzgerald 

6. Cheryl Heckler


Communications Committee Responsible for insuring communication 
between the Association and the public and the membership. Newsletter, 
Website, Facebook, etc. 

1. Will Latham, Chair

2. Doug Burroughs

3. Mark Hubbard

4. Marti Owensby

5. Patty Deen

6. Mary Lewis Tims 


Evan Means Grant Committee Examines grant project funding for 
enhancing trails and the hiking experience in Tennessee. 

1. Jane Coffey, Chair

2. Marvin Caine

3. Libby Francis 

4. Wayne Drown

5. Jenny Fitzgerald


Special Committees:


Archives Committee Tasked with archiving past newsletters, minutes, 
and other TTA items of historical importance. 

1.  Libby Francis, Chair

2.  Doug Burroughs

3.  Jenny Fitzgerald 

4.  Alice Cannon




Outreach Committee Responsible for developing plans for outreach to 
non-members in person or online as well as partnering with businesses or 
other entities to further the goals of TTA. 

1.  Will Latham, Chair

2.  Wayne Drown

3.  Steve Turner

4.  West TN Member 




Strategic Planning Proposal


Duane,

 

We discussed me putting together some information about a strategic planning 
retreat for the TTA Board.  Below is an outline we can discuss when you would 
like to.

 

OBJECTIVE

 

The objective of a formal strategic planning process is to develop an integrated, 
coordinated and consistent long-range plan for use by the organization. 
Through a series of structured interviews and discussions, the Board will 
develop a strategic plan which includes:

 

·        Clarification of the mission/vision of the organization.


·        Prioritized objectives for the planning period.


·        Strategies to reach those objectives.


·        Resolution of key issues facing the organization.

 

APPROACH

 

The project will include the following major tasks:

 

Task 1 – Pre-Retreat Preparation

 

1.      Interviews (preferred) or survey of the Board to identify:


a.      The organization’s strengths and weaknesses.


b.      Opportunities and threats facing the organization.


c.      Key issues that should be addressed at the planning retreat.


2.      Other data gathering as needed.


3.      Development and approval of work papers to guide the retreat.

 




 

Task 2 – Strategic Planning Retreat

 

Through a structured process at the retreat, the Board will:

 

·        Clarify its mission/vision.


·        Review environmental opportunities and threats.


·        Discuss internal strengths and weaknesses.


·        Create clear goals and objectives.


·        Work to resolve key issues facing the group.

 

It  is anticipated that the retreat will be a “live” event and will last for one day.

 

Task 3 – Post Retreat Activities

 

After the retreat, a report will be prepared which summarizes the agreements 
made at the planning retreat.

 

 

 

Will Latham

Latham Consulting Group

Helping Medical Groups to

Make Decisions - Resolve Conflict - Move Forward




Rugby Bridge Appeal Information 


Duane,

 

I thought the following might be of help as you and the Executive Committee 
consider the request from Marietta Poteet.


ISSUE

 

Marietta Poteet submitted the request (via Patty Deen)  that an appeal for the 
Rugby State Natural Area Bridge Replacement be put in the TTA Newsletter.  
The original and revised appeal language is shown below.

 

 

WORK DONE

 

As I had not seen this type of item included in the Newsletter I did the 
following;

 

1.      Policy – I look to see if I could find a policy on including such appeals in 

the TTA Newsletter but did not find one.


2.      Review of Newsletters – I reviewed the TTA Newsletters for the last 5 
years and did not find a similar appeal.


3.      Survey – I surveyed the current and past TTA President and the members 
of the Compensation Committee about their views on the issue.  I 
received 6 responses


a.      2 were positive towards inclusion of the appeal in the TTA Newsletter, 
however one shared some of the concerns of those who are 
negative.  Reasons to include the appeal included:


                                                    i.     Support of this effort is in-line with TTA’s Mission to 
build, maintain, and promote the responsible use of 
Tennessee trails.


                                                   ii.     Supporting another friends group in this way can build 
bridges that may reap benefits for TTA.




                                                  iii.     We could also promote additional donations directly to 
those projects which we give Evan Means Grants at 
the end of the article in the newsletter announcing a 
grant.


b.      4 were negative towards inclusion in the TTA Newsletters.  Reasons to not 
include the appeal included:


                                                    i.     Sets a bad precedent.


                                                   ii.     This could open TTA up to similar requests and we 
have no criteria as to which ones to accept and which 
ones we shouldn’t.  Should we list every project of 
every friends group, for instance? What about the AT?


                                                  iii.     We aren’t a fund-raiser for other organizations – in fact 
this could be construed as competing against TTA’s 
fund-raising efforts.


                                                  iv.     There is no Communications Committee or TTA Board 
Policy on such issues.  The Communication 
Committee can discuss it but that will not occur until 
the first quarter of 2024.


4.      I contacted Patty Deen about the “vote” of the Communication Committee 
to not to include it.


5.      I received an email from Marietta Poteet – shown below.

 

 

REQUEST LANGUAGE

 

Original

 

Rugby State Natural Area Bridge Replacement

 

Storms early in 2021 destroyed the wooden bridge across Little Creek 
that tied Kellogg’s Loop Trail to the rest of the trail system in Rugby. 
Restoring this bridge also advances the long-term goal of building the 
Sheltowee Trace southward to Wartburg and intersecting with the 



Cumberland Trail, so we hope that many Tennessee and Kentucky 
hikers will join our effort to rebuild it.

 

The Appalachian Regional Commission has awarded Historic Rugby a 
$240,000 grant to build a structural steel replacement bridge that can 
withstand future storms. Historic Rugby and Friends of the Rugby 
State Natural Area are responsible for a $60,000 match. We hope the 
State of Tennessee will cover part of the match by building approaches 
to the new bridge, but we want to get our fund raising off to a good 
start in 2023. Construction should begin in 2024 and must be complete 
by June, 2025.

 

Please consider making a donation to Historic Rugby designated for 
Bridge Replacement as part of your year-end giving. Historic Rugby, 
co-manager of Rugby State Natural Area, is a 501c3 organization, so 
contributions are tax deductible. 

 

Double your impact when you donate now. The first $10,000 raised by 
December 31, 2023 will be matched dollar for dollar. Checks can be 
sent to Historic Rugby, Inc., PO Box 8, Rugby, TN 37733. 

 

Revised

 

Rugby State Natural Area Bridge Replacement

 

Historic Rugby has a $240,000 ARC grant to build a structural steel bridge 
across Little Creek, restoring a route to extend Sheltowee Trace to its junction 
with the Cumberland Trail. Historic Rugby and Friends of the Rugby State 
Natural Area are responsible for a $60,000 match and would appreciate your 
help.

Historic Rugby, co-manager of Rugby State Natural Area, is a 501c3 
organization, so contributions are tax deductible. Mail checks to Historic 
Rugby, Inc., PO Box 8, Rugby, TN 37733, or donate online via Zeffy. Be sure 
to designate your donation for Bridge Replacement.

Contact Benita Howell at bjhowell@highland.net for more information.

 


https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/5141de75-f50e-4bc0-a204-0bd914536242
mailto:bjhowell@highland.net


 

FOLLOW UP EMAIL FROM MARIETTA POTEET

 

I have to disagree with you on both points. A slight majority was  negative.  What 
were the reasons a slight majority was negative.  I think we have to decide how this 
fits in with the TTA objectives.  We are supporting trails which need a maintenance 
job which are used by TTA hikers and tie into popular established trails used by 
TTA hikers.  I realize we have a small grants program and I have strongly 
encouraged Benita to apply, but this is a much larger project than can be met by a 
small grant.  If nothing else, we need to print a description of the project and 
contact information even if we don’t advertise for donations.

 

The reason that there is no precedent in the last 5 years is just not viable.  How 
would anything happen if we established precedent before we accomplished 
anything new?  That just doesn’t hold water.

 

I strongly urge we print the appeal describing the project in the 1st and/or 2nd 
paragraph described in the appeal leaving out the request for donations.  Include a 
contact number. 

 

TTA needs to promote these kinds of projects as an organization to become more 
relevant in the hiking community rather that just issue a newsletter which only 
describes monthly hikes.

 

Marietta Poteet

Life Member=

 

 

Will Latham

Latham Consulting Group

Helping Medical Groups to

Make Decisions - Resolve Conflict - Move Forward

 

Strategic Planning Facilitation | Governance

 

 



